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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out to throw some light on the effect of different
photoperiod levels, 6, 12 and 24 hours as well as natural light on the rate of food
consumption by the glassy clover snail Monacha cartusiana (Maller) under laboratory
conditions to know its feeding capacity. Data indicated that the rate of food
consumption differs according to photoperiod and season of activity. This snail during
the end of its season activity (May & June months 2005) fed in light and dark with
slightly differs rate of food consumption during the photoperiod 6 or 12 or 24 hour and
without any significant as well as the range of food consumption in different
treatments approximately similar. It was found that the rate of food consumption of the
same snails' group averaged 113 & 113.5 mm? during feeding under six hours dark
and light from 6.0 a.m. to 12.0 a.m. respectively; while this rate averaged 118.5 &
102.7 mm? under the same six hours dark and light from 6.0 p.m. to 12.0 p.m.
respectively. At 12.0 hour dark and light this rate averaged 134.2 & 121.5 mm? from
6.0 a.m. to 6.0 p.m. respectively; while it averaged at the same period 153.0 & 107.2
mm? from 6.0 p.m. to 6.0 a.m. respectively. On the other hand, the daily rate of food
consumption averaged 73.5 & 45.4 mm? under 24 hour complete dark and natural
light respectively; while it averaged 157.8 & 57.2 mm? under 24 hour complete light
and natural light respectively. While during its active season (November & December
months 2005), this snail consumed on rate averaged 328.0 & 161.7 mm? when
feeding during 24 hour of complete light and complete dark (day after day). On the
other hand this rate averaged 174.0 mm? during natural light.
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INTRODUCTION

The land snails are becoming a serious pest during the last years which
attacking different types of crops at many countries. Thus, the aim of this
study is to throw some light upon using exchange photoperiods on the rate of
food consumption by snails pest as well as a result to decrease its damage
for host plants especially during the seedling period in the nurseries. On the
other hand, it is the first time to study the effect of photoperiod on the rate of
food consumption by snails, in spite of many investigators studied the effect
on rearing snails, their activities and their biological aspects.
Bailey (1981) mentioned that a 12 hours photoperiod was commonly used
and was recommended for rearing most Gastropods. He added that, shorter
photoperiods can induce both hibernation and showed growth of snails Helix
aspersa (Mdller). While, Godan (1983) reported that the greatest activity of the
snails was observed at four to six o'clock after darkness. Kralka (1985)
recorded that, the most important factors in rearing of gastropods were
substrate, moisture, diet and photoperiod. In 1987, Ford and Cook studied
the effect of photoperiodic on stimulation of egg-laying in the land snail
H.aspersa.
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in Egypt, Mohamed (1999) studied the effect of 6, 12 and 24 hour of
darkness on fecundity and activity of snails; and found that the more
preferable darkness hour for snail fecundity was 24 hours because mating
and egg-laying usually take place at night. Recently, Abd-El-Karim (2000)
studied the effect of five degrees of photoperiod 0, 9, 12, 15 and 24 hour of
darkness on some biological aspects (incubation period and hatchability) of
the land snails Eobania vermiculata (Miller) and Monacha obstructa
(Ferussac) under laboratory conditions.

Therefore, this study is an attempt to study the effect of different
degrees of 6, 12 and 24 hour photoperiods on the rate of food consumption
by the glassy clover snail Monacha cartusiana (Miller) under laboratory
conditions to know its feeding capacity under these photoperiod degrees and
cheice one for utilizing it as a natural control to reduce the damage occur by
this pest especially in nurseries.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Effect of photoperiod on the rate of food consumption by the glassy land
snail M. cartusiana was studied under laboratory conditions during two
periods, the first at the end of its season activity (May & June months 2005)
at an average temperature of 25 £ 2 °C; and the second at its active season
(November & December months 2005) at an average temperature of 21 + 2
°C. For the first period study, 105 adult individuals of this species of similar
shell diameter about 10.0 mm. were obtained from laboratory rearing cultures
in Zoology and Agricultural Nematology Department at Faculty of Agriculture,
Cairo University. These snail individuals were kept singly each in a plastic
box (13 cm diameter & 10 cm deep) containing of about high five centimeters
moist soil and svoplied with a square area of fresh lettuce leaf as a main
source of food, then covered with black or white muslin with rubber band.

These 105 snail individuals were divided into seven groups each of 15
individuals. The first group exposed to six hours dark from 6.0 a.m. to 12.0
a.m. for four days then exposed to six hours light from the same period in the
next four days. The second exposed to six hours dark from 6.0 p.m. to 12.0
p.m. for four days then the same group exposed to six hours light at the same
period in the next four days. The third exposed to 12 hour dark from 6.0 a.m.
to 6.0 p.m. then exchanged to 12 hours light at the same period for four days
also. The fourth group exposed to 12 hours dark from 6.0 p.m. tili 6.0 a.m.
then exposed to another 12 hours light at the same period (6.0 p.m. to 6.0
a.m.) for four days. The fifth group exposed to 24 hours complete darkness
for 15 days then exposed to natural light (day & night) for another 15 days.
The sixth group exposed to 24 hours complete lightness for 15 days then
exchanged to 15 days of natural light. The last seventh group exposed to
natural light as a control treatment. While, for the second period; 30 adult
individuals of the same species were chosen and divided to two groups each
of 15 individuals. The first groups exposed to 24 hour completely light then
exposed 24 hour completely dark ( day after day ) for eight days; while the
second group exposed to natural light (day & night) as a control; at the same
period. Thus, the total number of snails was 135 individuals were used during
the two periods of study.
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The plastic boxes were examiﬁéoﬁéily after the end of each

photoperiod as wall as control and the consumed lettuce leaf area was
calculated then replaced with another fresh leaf area. Precise estimates of
the amount of food consumed by each snail individual, within a certain
photoperiods were made by determining the edges of the eaten lettuce leaf

area, with a fine pencil on a graph paper, then counting the number of square
millimeters.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

All review of literatures on photoperiods were appertained only in their
effect on snails activity or on its some biological aspects such as fecundity,
incubation period and hatchability. While, the present work is the first attempt
to study the effect of photoperiod on the rate of food consumption by the
glassy clover snail M. cartusiana to throw some light upon the ability of
utilizing it to reduce the damage occur by snails infestation to host plants
specially during the seedling period in the nurseries. Thus, six and twelve
photoperiods at different times of the day (a.m. or p.m.) as well as 24 hour
photoperiod were studied under laboratory conditions to determine their role
in efficacy on the rate of food consumption by this phytophagous land snail
species.

Table (1) Average food consumption rate in millimeters per snail

individual during 6& 12 hour photoperiods at different day
times.

Rate of food consumption in mm® at
6.0a.m.-12.0a.m. | 6.0p.m.-12.0p.m. | 6.0a.m.-6.0p.m. | 6.0p.m.-6.0a.m.
Dark | light | Dark | light | Dark | light | Dark | light
Average | 113.0% | 113.5¢ | 118.5% | 102.7+ | 134.2¢ | 121.5¢ | 153.0¢ | 107.2¢
72.5 69.1 67.3 69.4 34.1 7.0 48 18.6
Range 13.5- 37.8- 13- 12.5- 44.8- 103.3- 54- 66.8-
248.5 247.8 247.3 228.8 206.5 129.8 207.8 153.8

Data in this table indicate that the rate of food consumption, in
general, increased at dark photoperiod than light during May and June
months but not significant in both ante meridiam (a.m.) and post meridiam
(p.m.) periods under laboratory conditions. It was also noticed that the
greatest rate of food consumgtion during the dark photoperiod (from 6.0 p.m.
till 12.0 p.m.) was 118.5 mm® and this formed 22.5% of the second greatest
rate (153.0 mm?), which occurred in the period from 6.0 p.m. till 6.0 a.m. This
result agreed with Godan (1983), who mentioned that light influences the
activity of terrestrial gastropods in their remaining in hides during the day and
they emerge to go in search for food at night.

Therefore, it could be useful if the hours of light especially at the first six
hours of beginning night would be increased to reduce the rate of food
consumption as means of utilizing photoperiod control to reduce the damage
occurs by the snails especially in nurseries.Data in table (2) indicate that
complete darkness for a long time decrease the rate of food consumption

(73.4 mm?day) than in complete light (157.8 mm’lday) and this formed of
about 53.5%.
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Also, alternative exposure of the iiidividuals from complete darkness to
natural light decreased the rate of food consumption from 73.4 to 454
mm’/day which formed a reduction of about 38.1%. The same result was
found when changing from compiete light to natural light which decreased
this rate from 157.8 to 60.4 mm? and this formed 61.7%.As general, the
lettuce leaf area consumed by one individual of M. cartusmna during 24 hours
in both dark and light ranged from 45.4 to 157.8 mm? (Table 2) and these
results are nearly agree with those of Abd-El-Aal (2001) who mentioned that
the leaf area consumed by one snall of the same species during 24 hours
ranged between 0.232 to 1.161 cm® From table (3) and fig (1) it was noticed
that the opposite trend was occurred during active months (Nov. & Dec.).It
was found that the rate of food consumption increased in complete 24 hours
light (327.9 mm %) then decreased in every other day followed with complete
24 hours dark (161.7 mm?) and this gives an reduction of 50. 7% Also,
darkness days give a Ieast rate of food consumption (161.7 mm ) than in
natural light (198.5 mm?) and this formed 18.5%.

Table (3): Average rate of food consumption in millimeters per day
during complete light followed with darkness at active

months.

2 Average rate of food consumption in mm‘/day General
Piotopeiad 1 2 3 4 Average
Completely 515+ 324.3+ 236.2+ 236.1% 327.9+
ight 284 189.3 144.3 200.0 113.9
ompletely 141.0¢ 212.6% 151.1z 142.2+ 161.7

ark 121 153.7 104.9 104.9 29.6
317.5% 170.5¢ 118.4+ 187.4% 198.5%

E’“‘"' Rght 210.7 1164 | 1320 135.1 733

Fig(1) Average rate of food consumption in millimeters per day during complete
light followed with darkness at active months as well as control.

$00 -

400 B
] Completely Iight
| 8 Completely dark

| O Natural light (control)

300

200 -

100

Food consumption in millimeters

0 4

7151



Mohamed, M.l. and Reham F. Ali

Therefore, it could be useful if we use completely dark then natural
light or complete light ever other day to disturb the common behavior of the
snails as ecological factors to utilize as a natural control to reduce the rate of
food consumption as well as the damage occurs by these pests between 18.5
- 50.7% especially in the nurseries.

REFERENCES

Abd-El-Aal,E.M.(2001).Studies on certain land snails at Sharkia Governorate.
M.S.c.Thesis, Inst.of African Res. & studies, Cairo Univ., 141pp.

Abd-El.Karim, N. (2000). Ecological and biological studies on some
terrestrial African agricultural snail pests.

Bailey, S.E.R. (1981). Circannual and circadian rythums in the snail, Helix
aspersa Milller and the photoperiodic control of annual activity and
reproduction. J.comp. Physiol., 142: 89-94.

Ford, D.J.G. and Cook, A. (1987). The effects of temperature and light on the
circadian activity of the pulmonata. Animal Behav., 35: 1754-1765.

Godan, D. (1983). Pest slugs and snails, Biology and control. Springer
Verlag- Berlin, Heidelberg- 445 pp.

Kralka, R. A. (1985). Population characteristics of terrestrial gastropods in
boreal forest habitats. Anim. Midl. Nat., 122.

Mohamed, M.F.(1999). Ecological and biological studies on land snails and
slugs in Egypt.Ph.D.Thesis, Fac. Agric. Cairo Univ., 223 pp.

Uiy 35 1S LSU g (a0 ) a8 ghll £ Dlgiad Jine o Seliay) e ks
)

ujﬂuh:h‘eu.) = daaa Lelaul 3 gaaa

SAWD duda - o130 A8 Lol e il g ) gl aud

L allie Ga ey g aflll bl le Qgall i il 30 3 26U Silagy) oLl
il 3L e A 53 g ey Sl 138 o s (A O gy Ganl) AliasS dua gl gl
il Lealadt o Cangy BSOS SUge e 30 e Bl 1380 Dl Jiaa Ll 246 gl
- LA 3 S ek Aals Aglal 0 gall Y1 03 e 12U e

Vero i 5 pla el PAS 4500 Jaes le A guall ol gl 806 4 0 cug a8l
‘;IH;\?EL:LK!\Q)L\_, (lamne..y;m)Y--O M}J‘dﬁ‘(hm‘?ﬂfﬁlﬂl'dj)
VYN selial il i caad selal) e U Ala (B I Jansy 30 gig y sle edd DA o851
;pi,ﬁhd'ni_,ﬂ\ &Am‘d}uu,&g: L_\,h.._»:‘.,ligikhh__}ll-b.\cmsaj.. el v,
ool Qi 3 il oda A 3oLl Jana 32l a5k Laa oo s AY) il 5l 6 dia 30 leLis Y Y-
- A1 ada oo sl
aie sela¥) Ala (30 (50 A Jone o 2ngh (s g paigh ) @Bl L2 el DA L
Jie JL 4 LS .l g gl s die DBV %00 oV ol J4 Joadll 12a o) D00 3
.u;gjnli;,.a!\ujd_,)ﬂﬂ&h‘gr.%h\m

SIS N an (o e ) DY e el il 8 ol o ce Al & i) WS
- Aglall il gl e sl el A8 WL L8l Jaae LB D) oy Les aB il candall o 4L
ool Qi Ayl ZaHISAS p2dnd A A ol gl aalS 2N 6 A5 kN b3 pladiad oSe
%0V (J VAL e Jaaa ad il 134 oo Ul

7152



